Dec. 6, 2017
Holiday Potato Centerpiece.

Potatoes anyone? Here is a great activity to do with young and old alike. Very young 4-Hers may need help.

A potato centerpiece uses a potato in place of oasis. The potato will feed the evergreens for 2-4 weeks. Be sure though that the potato does not freeze, or, instead of just drying, it will rot!!! Nasty!!! Yikes!! 

Start by covering a large potato with foil. Crunch the foil around the potato like a basket and use the extra to make the potato sit flat. 

Decide the shape. Table arrangements should be 8” or less so they do not block conversation. Also, the smaller shape is the size the potato can support. Holiday arrangements can be taller, but a potato will not be able to ‘feed’ it. (For big arrangements use oasis.)

Add fresh cut evergreens. They will need to be cut shorter than one tends to think. Use pruners to cut the stems that will go in the potato at an angle so they are sharp. Use a metal skewer or Philips head screw driver to poke a hole in the potato where you will add the greens. Be sure to add the sharpened greens at angles from almost horizontal at the sides to vertical at the center. My shape is usually diamond or oval. I like my arrangement to sit in the middle of the table. It has longer ends with shorter sides. Fill the greens in nicely. Add pinecones, rosehips, dried flowers, ribbon, seed pods, glitter, etc.

 For Christmas potato arrangements ONLY, at State Fair, I will accept up to 4 silk flowers. Silk poinsettias look very nice in these. 
This is a great way to teach the different conifers, by having Hemlock, spruce, fir, and pine, Junipers, arborvitae and cedar are good. And this is the ideal spot for holly. Besides showing the needles be sure to have the corresponding cones.

Have fun!!! Hope to see some of these at State Fair! 

